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Sustainable Living and Outdoor Skills Sessions Highlight Chippewa Valley Bee Expo
The Chippewa Valley Bee Expo, a new annual family event dedicated to educating members of the community about pollinators and natural living practices, will take place 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday, April 12 at the Northern Wisconsin State Fairgrounds in Chippewa Falls.

Demonstrations and presentations will be held throughout the day on a wide range of topics focused on sustainability, encouraging pollinators, and using the products produced by honeybees.  Youth events will also be a big part of the Expo, including face painting, Balloons by Kevin, bee stickers and bracelets and activity pages.  

The Expo is the brainchild of Galen Klisiewicz of Stanley.  The entrepreneur owns the Chippewa Valley Farmers Market and is the proprietor of a business called Let’s Get Pickled.  The gardens he grows for his pickles got him interested in pollinators, and he began beekeeping more than a decade ago.  His degree in animal nutrition and his dedication to encouraging pollinators drove him to spearhead a non-profit organization to stage the Chippewa Valley Bee Expo.   

“My hope is that the public will come and learn and see what things are available to make living their life better,” said Klisiewicz. “And of course to have them understand the importance of nature and natural living.”

The event includes presentations and seminars throughout the day on topics ranging from creating a pollinator friendly yard and garden to beginning beekeeping, and from cooking with honey to developing natural products derived from keeping bees.

Emcee on the Bee Expo’s main stage will be Keith Edwards, longtime broadcast journalist who was recently named Best Local News Writer and Best Television News Anchor in the Volume One Best of the Chippewa Valley poll.  Main stage happenings include:
9:00	Wisconsin Honey Queen Emily Sydow
9:15	Flowering Lawns: Creating a Pollinator-Friendly Property
10:00	Peggy Desanto discussing the Hive Hugger Winter Bee System
11:00	Wayne Honey Farm of River Falls discussing Raising Honeybee Queens
11:45	Pheasants Forever
12:45	Drew Kaiser of Eau Claire presenting “Wanna Be a Beekeeper?”
1:30	Bee Squad of the University of Minnesota presenting “Let’s Fight Mites”
2:30	Presentation by the United States Department of Agriculture
3:35 	Raffle Winners Announced

The Expo will also have an area dedicated to demonstrating Cooking with Honey, with prize drawing following each presentation.   Those demonstrations include:
9:00	Honey vs. Sugar
9:30	Abundant Acres presents Making Soap with Honey
10:00	Mi Mi Café: Sweet & Sour Chicken with honey, and Honey Lemonade
10:30	Silverling Centennial Farm Market
11:00	Taste and Try: Honey of a Fudge Sauce
11:45	Salty Earth Farms presents Using Dried Flowers to Infuse Beef Tallow
12:30	Taste and Try: Honey Energy Bar
1:15	Paula’s Infusion presents Go Natural
2:00	Galen Klisiewicz presents Chicken Honey Adobe with Atchara Salad 
2:45	Aundre Brown presents Cinnamon Honey Challah

There will be more than 40 vendors with booths at the Expo, and there will be breakout demonstrations at those booths throughout the day.  Those sessions include:
	9:00	What’s New at Mann Lake
10:00	Creek Side Food Plots
10:30	DuWayne Honey Processing Demo
11:00	Next Gen Motor Sports: What’s New and Exciting
11:30	Butcher Block: Food Preservation
12:00	Pheasants Forever and USDA
1:00	Peggy DeSanto: Hive Hugger Q&A
2:00	Bee Haven: See the New Hives and Learn How They Work
2:00	What’s New at Mann Lake
2:30	DuWayne: Honey Processing Demo
3:00	Flowering Lawn Seed: Making the Change for Nature

The event will also include food trucks and raffles.

“The response has been exciting,” said Klisiewicz. “A large group of people want to get involved and gain knowledge of all the things we present.  The most important things  for us are teaching and awareness.  We hope the public takes a little bit of the Expo home and uses it in their lives, especially the youth, the future of the planet.”

Sponsors for the Chippewa Valley Bee Expo include the Chippewa Falls Area Chamber of Commerce, NextGen Power Sports, the Fenno Foundation, Mann Lake Bee & Ag Supply, Hansen Honey Farm, AVEnue Orchard, Abundant Acres Goat Farm, Blain’s Farm & Fleet, Derks Meats, Festival Foods, Todd Ploeckelman Construction, Kromrey Chiropractic, Best Heating and Air, Let’s Get Pickled, Otter Lake Gold, TDS Telecommunications, Northwestern Bank and Hazuga’s True Value.

Tickets for the Chippewa Valley Bee Expo can be purchased in advance at through Volume One Ticketing and at the gate on the day of the event.  Tickets are $15, with youth 10 and under free.
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